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The men of Vichy, who pretend to have an ideal, do their utmost
to prove to us that their ideal comes down to a question of food.
We refer the reader on this point to the data given in the first part
of this work.
2. THE RETURN TO THE LAND
The turning of industrial unemployed to agriculture is another
not less serious betrayal. If its immediate effects are possibly less,
its future consequences are in all probability more ominous.
The policy of a return to the land is desired by Germany as the
most certain method for removing France from the list of great
industrial Powers, that is to say, simply, of Great Powers. An
essentially agricultural France in a Europe in which the Reich
engrossed aU industry could never play any part but that of an
economic vassal to the Reich.
We shall return at more length to this point in the section
dealing with the return to the land.
3. THE ELIMINATION OF CERTAIN WORKERS
The creation of jobs for the unemployed by depriving other
wage-earners of the right to work arouses equally serious criticism.
To tell the truth, the Vichy Government did not present the
problem in these terms, for, as in everything, its hypocrisy or its
cunning have allowed it to cover up under attractive labels realities
far less honourable.
What formulas then has it found? First of all there will be the
highest interests of the nation, which demand that certain jobs
shall be reserved for 'real Frenchmen.' Next will come in the
notion of the 'Family,' which will have it that the right to work
is a family right, not an individual one. Then again we shall
have the great idea of the 'physical and moral health * of the
nation, which insists that women must be restored to the home,
young people to open-air life, the old to rest. Behind the screen
of these formulas certain individuals will be reduced to distress,
or the finances of the State ruined a little further.
We have already pointed out the racial measures adopted by
Vichy. We shall revert to them only to recall the fact that the
policy was a pretext for driving from their employment all
foreigners, Frenchmen whose father was a foreigner, Jews, and
lastly all officials who did not make a display of a properly
complacent admiration for the 'National Revolution.' This was
essentially with the object of finding jobs for the unemployed and
for those who supported the policies of the Government.
But 'real Frenchmen" will in the end be left to themselves.